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GOING FORWARD

To encourage theological vitality, the PAOC’s “General Executive
has asked the Theology Study Group to lead us in a process to review
and refresh our doctrinal statements ...”" This process will include
regional and national conversations where all members will be invited
to contribute. Through this process we will continue our history of re-
examining our doctrinal expressions.

EARLY YEARS

Before the PAOC began, Pentecostals tended to view doctrinal
statements as signs of spiritually dead traditions and as signs of
denominational disunity. Early Canadian Pentecostals emphasized “the
Word of God as the only creed.”?

This emphasis on the authority of the Bible continued as North
American Pentecostalism began to institutionalize. When the “General
Council of the Assemblies of God in the United States of America,
Canada and Foreign Lands” formed (1914), the constitutional
preamble affirmed “the Holy Inspired Scriptures . . . as the all-sufficient
rule for faith and practice” and maintained that this new organization
was not “a human organization that legislates or forms laws and articles
of faith.”? The same Pentecostals who made these affirmations soon
found value in having a statement of faith.

In 1916 the Assemblies of God (AG) approved their first Statement
of Fundamental Truths (SOFT), largely as a response to the increasing
influence of Oneness Pentecostalism.* Some left the AG because
they felt that forming a SOFT was contrary to the preamble of the
1914 constitution.” As a response to these concerns, the preamble
of the SOFT clarified that “this Statement of Fundamental Truths is
not intended as a creed for the Church,” that “the human phraseology
employed in such statement is not inspired,” and that it only contained

what they considered “essential to a full Gospel ministry” (emphasis
added).® The SOFT that followed included 16 articles.

PAOC BEGINNINGS

In 1919 the PAOC formed in Eastern Canada. The following year, the
PAOC and Pentecostals in Western Canada united and became districts
of the AG. Robert McAlister reported that “by so doing the Pentecostal
Assemblies of Canada accepted the statement of fundamental truths

approved by the General Council.””

Even after the PAOC became independent from the AG in 1925,
McAlister still felt the AG’s SOFT reflected PAOC views. Hence, he
published the AG’s SOFT in the February 1926 issue of the Canadian
Pentecostal Testimony. Nevertheless, members of the PAOC soon felt
the need to have their own expression of the SOFT and they approved
one in 1928.

1928-1979

The PAOC’s 1928 SOFT included the same preamble as the AG’s
SOFT, noting that the SOFT was not intended as a creed and was not
inspired. Although some sections of the PAOC’s SOFT copied the AG’s
SOFT verbatim, it was expanded from 16 to 25 sections, including
numerous sections that were partially or completely rewritten.

Changes soon came to the PAOC’s SOFT. The first change came in the
middle of the Second World War (1938-45). Somewhere between 1941
and 1942, two (of three) paragraphs were deleted from a section called
“Civil Government.” This section had been explicitly pacifist in nature,
stating “neither shall we take up any weapon of destruction to slay
another, whether in our own defense, or in defense of others.”® There
is no record of the change being approved in the General Conference
minutes. A similar change happened somewhere between 1947 and
1955 when the section “Regarding Secret Societies” was deleted from

the SOFT.’°

THE 1980 SOFET

The 1980 General Conference approved a new Swtement of
Fundamental and Essential Truths (SOFET). It repeated some wording
from the 1928 SOFT, but was largely reorganized and rewritten. The
Doctrinal Statement Study Committee felt that the 1928 SOFT was
defensive, so as they prepared a new SOFET (over a period of two
years), they aimed to remove the defensive nature and simply state the
theological views of the PAOC. ! For example, in response to Oneness
Pentecostalism, the section on the “One True God” had been one full
page, whereas in 1980 the new section on “The Godhead” was half a
page. At the same time, the new section added affirmations such as the
sinlessness and the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.

The section on Spirit baptism was also rewritten. The 1928 SOFT
maintained that Spirit baptism is “indicated by the initial physical sign
of speaking with other tongues,” with an additional sentence stating,
“the baptism of the Holy Spirit is regularly accompanied by the initial
physical sign of speaking in other tongues.”!' To be more concise,
the 1980 SOFET simply described tongues as “the initial evidence”
of Spirit baptism. Furthermore, previously the SOFT did not address
the outcome of Spirit baptism, whereas the 1980 version added that
through Spirit baptism a person “comes to know Christ in a more

intimate way, and receives power to witness and grow spiritually.” 2

The 1980 SOFET did reflect some change in belief within the PAOC.
For example, when members discussed the proposed new SOFET at
the 1980 General Conference, a member made a motion to amend the
proposed SOFET with the addition of the phrase, “entire sanctification
is the will of God for all believers.” Even though this phrase was a
quotation from the 1928 SOFT, the motion was defeated. "
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FROM 1980 TO TODAY

The PAOC has since revised the 1980 SOFET. In 1984 the General
Conference voted to change the description of the rapture, allowing
for a “pre-tribulation” or “mid-tribulation” view of the rapture.'
In 1988 a statement regarding “Marriage and Family” was added,
affirming marriage as a permanent relationship of one man and one
woman. " This new statement was later amended in 1994 and 2008.
In 1994, and after many discussions at previous General Conferences,
the section on “Divorce and Remarriage” was revised to state that
remarriage (for divorced persons) was “acceptable if there has been
sexual immorality on the part of the former partner or if the former
partner has remarried.”'® Finally, in 2014, the SOFET was revised
to use gender-inclusive language when referring to both women and
men. "’

LEARNING FROM OUR PAST

The PAOC’s SOFET has seen many changes. Some of these changes
reflect reaffirmations of previous beliefs, while some reflect changing
beliefs in the PAOC. Only the section on tithing has remained the
same, word for word, since it was first added to the SOFT in 1928
(we had that figured out!).

As we prepare to refresh our SOFET, we can learn from those who
went before us. At times they were responding to their context. At
times the PAOC aimed to give greater breadth to the SOFET. As we
consider our current context, are there issues we have not yet covered
that we should? Or, perhaps as we enter into conversations within
our Fellowship, we will wish to return to the good old days when we
had no statement of faith. But I would not recommend that.
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